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Go	  for	  the	  fame	  of	  the	  school	   Go	  for	  fame	  of	  the	  supervisor	  
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The First Fork: MSc Degree 



Supervisor: A settled marriage 

•  List	  of	  Publica5ons:	  
– Ac5ve	  
– Too	  many	  papers	  a	  years	  is	  probably	  not	  good	  !	  
– Are	  most	  papers	  wriNen	  by	  students	  ?	  

•  Ask	  students	  (its	  totally	  ok).	  
– Interpret	  the	  diploma5c	  language	  
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Knocking the door 

• Make	  a	  homepage	  and	  email	  the	  link.	  
– Nobody	  has	  the	  5me	  to	  read	  essays	  !	  

•  Don’t	  over	  sell	  yourself	  !	  
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Knocking the door 
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Knocking the door 

•  Before	  emailing	  the	  professors	  
– Do	  a	  liNle	  bit	  of	  homework	  

– Look	  for	  “pass	  phrases”	  
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Knocking the door 
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	  any	  mail	  you	  send	  me	  about	  working	  with	  me	  on	  a	  graduate	  
degree	  have	  a	  subject	  line	  that	  starts	  with	  the	  word	  "Poodle."	  
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Knocking the door 
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	  	  	  ”to	  ensure	  that	  your	  email	  reaches	  a	  
special	  mail	  box,	  put	  "bananapeel"	  in	  the	  
subject.”	  
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What really matters (Ph.D) 

•  In	  terms	  of	  work/achievements	  
– Research	  
– Research	  
– ….	  (yes	  you	  guessed	  it	  right)	  
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What really matters (Ph.D) 

•  In	  terms	  of	  paper	  works	  
– Recommenda5on	  LeNers	  

– Statement	  of	  Purpose	  
– GPA	  (relevant	  courses).	  
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What really matters (Ph.D) 
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Hold	  on	  !	  What	  about	  GRE	  ?	  

Quan5ta5ve:	  760	  	  
Verbal:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  360	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Total	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1120	  !!!!	  

Good	  schools	  will	  never	  admit/reject	  you	  based	  on	  your	  GRE.	  
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A Recommendation Letter 

•  Should	  indicate	  a	  personal	  connec5on	  with	  
the	  student.	  

•  Be	  candid	  and	  detailed	  
•  Do	  men5on	  about	  failures	  with	  stories	  of	  
struggle!	  

•  Talk	  about	  research	  capabili5es;	  Research	  is	  
weighted	  much	  higher	  than	  a	  perfect	  GPA.	  
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Statement of Purpose (SOP) 

•  Basically	  three	  parts	  
– Research	  interest	  
– Past	  research/work	  that	  supports	  your	  interest	  
– And	  why	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  this	  university.	  

Zahid	  Hossain	  –	  Stanford	  Unviersity	   13	  6/21/2011	  



Post Admission Shock (MSc) 

•  The	  horrid	  sense	  of	  knowing	  nothing	  !	  
•  Took	  me	  almost	  a	  year!	  	  

•  But	  you	  will	  survive	  !	  Trust	  me	  	  
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Post Admission Shock (Solution) 

•  Don’t	  be	  shy	  admigng	  you	  are	  struggling	  
•  Ask	  your	  supervisor	  to	  hook	  you	  up	  with	  a	  
senior	  PhD	  student.	  

•  Be	  humble	  and	  learn	  !	  
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Realistic Goals (MSc) 

•  You	  have	  only	  two	  years:	  Be	  realis5c	  
•  Some5mes	  it	  backfires	  to	  be	  supersmart.	  

•  Having	  published	  papers	  is	  what	  maNers.	  

•  You	  can’t	  learn	  everything	  in	  the	  world.	  
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Two Advantages of Papers 

•  You	  have	  a	  paper	  	  
•  You	  visit	  conferences,	  make	  connec5ons,	  
people	  know	  you	  !	  (super	  important).	  
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And there is a life outside lab! 
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What drives us ? 
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“A	  true	  passion	  takes	  you	  places	  where	  
sheer	  hard	  work	  and	  obliga6ons	  
can’t!”	  
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“You	  just	  need	  to	  ask,	  at	  worst	  they	  will	  
say	  no	  !”	  

Final Remarks 
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Thank	  you	  for	  your	  aNen5on	  	  
Email:	  zhossain@stanford.edu	  

hNp://www.cs.sfu.ca/~zha13/personal/	  


